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CITY OF BOSTON. 
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_ ‘Tue Commissioners on the erection of a Building for 
the Public Library will consider any Designs that 
may be submitted to them by Boston Architects on or 
before the fifteenth day of March next. 

If a satisfactory Design is received and adopted, the 
Commissioners will employ the architect offering it, 
at a fixed compensation, not exceeding three thousand 
dollars, to furnish working plans and specifications, 
and to superintend the erection of the Building, in 
pursuance of such contracts as they may make; or, if 
they do not so employ him, they will pay him the 
sum of one thousand dollars for his Design, with 
working plans and specifications. 

The Commissioners reserve the right to purchase 
any other of the Designs offered, at a price not 
exceeding two hundred dollars; and all the Designs 
that may become their property will be bound, and 
placed at the disposal of the Trustees for preservation 
in the Library. 

The Designs should comprise plans of each floor, 
elevations, and sections, with such descriptions and 
details as may be needful to a proper understanding 
of the whole; and, for the sake of uniformity, they 
should all be drawn in sepia, to a scale of one-eighth 
of an inch to a foot. 
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Each Design is to be accompanied with the name 
of the architect offering it, and with an estimate from 
him of the cost of the building he proposes. 

A plan of the land, with the requirements of the 
building, may be obtained in a printed form on appli- 
cation to the Clerk of the Commissioners, at the 
Public Library in Mason Street; and, if further 
information is needed, the Commissioners are to be 
addressed on the subject only in writing. 

Rosert C. WINTHROP. 
SAMUEL G. Warp. 
GEORGE TICKNOR. 
NatHanieL B. SHURTLEFF. 


GEORGE ODIORNE. 


GEORGE W. WARREN. 
Boston, Jan. 26, 1855. 





REQUIREMENTS. 


The general requirements are, — 


1. That the Building be completely and absolutely 
fire-proof. 

2. That thorough provision be made to guard 
against dampness from any cause, and all other influ- 
ences injurious to books. 

3. That every part of the Building be well lighted. 

4. That the best mode of heating and ventilating be 
provided for, having in view the health and comfort 
of persons frequenting the Library, as well as the 
preservation of books and other property. 

5. That proper provision be made for the intro- 
duction and use of gas by stationary fixtures, and 
also for the introduction of water wherever it may 
be needed. | 

6. That such general arrangements be made as will 
best ensure centralization, so that the Librarian and 
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his assistants can be readily informed of all comers 
and goers, and that the care of the Library may be 
entrusted to as few officers as possible. 


The special requirements are, — 

1. A Library Hall, capable of containing, at least, 
two hundred thousand volumes. The alcoves, or 
other divisions of this Hall, are to be easily accessible 
from each other. All the divisions and shelves are to 
be so contrived as to follow strictly the decimal sys- 
tem; that is, each of its principal and lesser divisions 
is to be in series of tens. The shelves are to be fixed, 
and not movable. There must be sufficient space in 
the centre of the Hall for tables to accommodate 
readers; and the alcoves are to admit of being pro- 
tected by wire fences or otherwise from the access of 
strangers. | 
_ 2. A general Reading-Room, with ample accommo- 
dations for at least one hundred and fifty readers at 
tables. 7 
3. A special Reading-Room, with seats for at least 
fifty persons, which may be used as a separate read- 
ing-room for females. 

4. A room for the delivery of books to borrowers, 
which may be used as a Conversation-Room, with 
accommodations sufficient for at least two hundred 
persons. : 

5. A Library-Room, connected with the foregoing, 
in which not less than twenty thousand volumes, of 
the books most constantly demanded for circulation, 
may be arranged on the decimal system. 

6. A Trustees’ Room, or Committee Room, of 
moderate proportions. 

7. A Librarian’s Room. 

8. Ample and convenient places for fuel. 
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9. Arrangements for the accommodation of a jani- 
tor or watchman. Beyer 
10, 11,12. Three rooms for packing and unpack- 
ing, storing boxes, and other purposes. 
13. A room for the preservation of newspapers. 
14. A room for unbound pamphlets. 
15. Water-closets and other conveniences. 


The Commissioners desire, that, while the essential 
conditions are thus suggested, architects should be 
left as free as possible in regard to the Design and its 
details. ‘They suppose that, almost necessarily, No. 1 
of the special requirements will occupy the greater’ 
part, if not the whole, of the principal story; that 
Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and perhaps 7, with the staircase 
and vestibule, will occupy the basement, which should 
be lofty; and that Nos. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14, 
and perhaps 15, with the heating apparatus, will 
occupy the cellar. Some arrangement, however, may 
be suggested by the architects by which the objects: 
aimed at by the Commissioners may be more perfectly 
accomplished. ‘[heir great purpose in the construc- 
tion of the building is to obtain the most complete 
centralization and unity, and the best practical ac- 
commodation for all persons who may use the Library. 

They propose that the front of the Building be of 
brick, with stone dressings; not excluding, however, 
the use of iron where needed. 

They desire that the style of architecture should be 
simple, symmetrical, and appropriate; that it should. 
have strict reference to the internal arrangement and 
essential objects of the Building; and particularly that 
economy should be studied so far as is consistent with 
good workmanship and the employment of durable 
and suitable materials. 
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